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Preface

The “Children’s Songs” are the first collection of music I've written specifically for
solo keyboard.

I wrote the first song in 1971 to convey simplicity as beauty, as represented in the
spirit of a child.

Songs 1 through 15 were composed for the Fender Rhodes and 16 through 20 for
the acoustic piano, although any of the songs can be played on either instrument.
Songs 17 through 20 were composed during a one month period in 1980, com-
pleting the series.

The songs lend themselves nicely to various forms of expansion with orchestra-
tion. (Chick Corea)

The “Children’s Songs” were recorded by ECM (ECM 1267).
Newer recordings of No. 6, 10 and 12 can be heard on Originals (Stretch SCD-
9029-2).

Vorwort

“Children’s Songs” bilden die erste Gruppe von Stiicken, die ich speziell fiir ein
Tasteninstrument allein komponiert habe.

Den ersten Song schrieb ich 1971, um jene Einfachheit und Schénheit zum
Ausdruck zu bringen, wie sie sich im kindlichen Geist darstellen.

Die ersten fiinfzehn Songs wurden fiir das Fender Rhodes komponiert, Nr. 16 bis
20 fiir das traditionelle Klavier. Jedes Stiick kann aber auch auf dem jeweils ande-
ren Instrument gespielt werden.

Die Songs Nr. 17 bis 20 entstanden 1980 innerhalb eines Monats, in der Absicht,
die Sammlung zum Abschluss zu bringen.

Die Songs bieten sich durchaus fiir unterschiedliche Formen der Erweiterung
durch Orchestrierung an. (Chick Corea)

“Children’s Songs” sind bei ECM auf CD erschienen (ECM 1267).
Neuere Aufnahmen von Nr. 6, 10 und 12 sind auf der CD Originals (Stretch SCD-
9029-2) zu horen.



Advice 1

What you think is so
Develop that

Develop the ability to know:
What you think is so

The Beauty you see is
The Beauty you create

The World of Artists:
Each one makes his melodies
his own way
Each one creates the beauty
he sees

With your own genuine interest
Receive their beauties
You like what you like
You don’t what you don’t
Only you know

It’s your artistic freedom
To like what you like
And do it your way
This is your native freedom

See what he does

Observe the rules he makes
Try them if you like

Draw what you want
Leave the rest

Do this with as many others as you care
Do this enough times and then
try this:

Make up some rules

Or don’t even bother

Try your techniques out of what you've
drawn

Do it as you

And then —you easily own it

Keep what you like
Change what you want
Create your own rules
Have a question?
Get it answered
to your satisfaction

Seek out the ones who create
and are willing to share knowledge
Beware of the “authorities” who don’t
themselves create

Discipline your body

Discipline your instrument

But only toward your own
dreams and goals

Run the body and make it obey
Practice with an even flow
Control with easy intention

Discover the Beauty of Slowness
It’s the Beauty you intend

Practice your imagination
Put your illusions through your
body and instrument

Sing to yourself without your body’s
voice
This is what is meant by
“hear it”

Play what you “hear”
Practice with an even flow
Control with easy intention
Gather the techniques that
serve your dreams

Create techniques to
serve your dreams

This poem is from “Music Poetry” written by Chick Corea. © Litha Music. All Rights Reserved.
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Children’s Song No. 6
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Children’s Song No. 7

Chick Corea
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Children’s Song No. 8
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Children’s Song No. 9

Chick Corea
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Chick Corea

Children’s Song No. 10
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Children’s Song No. 11
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Children’s Song No. 12

Chick Corea
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Children’s Song No. 15

Chick Corea
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Children’s Song No. 16

Chick Core:
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Chick Core:

Children’s Song No. 17
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Children’s Song No. 18

Chick Corea

J' =112

I
—

i:tlzj

It

N
y 2
PN
N\

(Y]
[

il—t

==

——

7]
I

]
I

—

=

e

—
—o—

ol

:'c::_'—_

=

[ @ 3

—

—W/:

I
12
v

-47 -

© MCA Music Publ., A.D.O. Universal Studios, Inc./Litha Music Co.



Q.

-’
O

13

I5

mp

s

3x

17

“ ..
1
1
|
]
el \
1
EnUn
]
1
|
1
[ YHR f(“ |I||'.
“ L \
1
1
1
I
|
{ YEN \ T e
" vd v
1
]
1
i
|
[ YRR '
! L
| ®
]
!
i i~
LT
I
ol |
I
1
COTTTe
1
1
|
1
[ 1IN CTTTe
m p4an
1
)
1
1
1
L YAR X
1
1
[ el
1
]
]
1
 YEE S
8 .
S 1]
|1\ UID
EEN RN
\ o
N e

9

— @
=
—

F
I
——

-
[
1
——— ——

g

——

Ty ey

A
IR

1\

v D

¢

22

O -

::ji;zzzzzzzk:::

it

—‘tl£:::::::t:::

]

[ 1

decresc.

]
[2Y
v

i
™ —— —

:::1&::::::1L:::




)

PN
<

i:t

s

)

(7]

1\
1]

' |

e M — —

:ﬁ:lt

o,

iﬁ::

—

v
O
S~—

|
1T o & Wl
~

ti':t

e

[7]
I

1\

1
2Y
v

M
1\

LQJ';I'-I

I
Iy
14

ii

e

2.

\J D~
O

{r<s> 1
NSV -

(Y]

ji::t

N
Wi
-

—itj——

=

t—+

36

jl———a'

lt

—

" A——

|
2

ray
i O

) D Jr

38

- 49 -




Children’s Song No. 19

Chick Core.
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Children’s Song No. 20

Chick Cores
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